What is a Spotted Lanternfly?

The Spotted Lanternfly is a sap-sucking invasive species
from Asia that can cause significant damage to parks
and wooded areas.

What Do Spotted Lanternflies Feed On?
They primarily feed on Tree-of-Heaven in addition to a
wide variety of some native plants, trees and agri-
cultural crops and vines such as grape, hops, apple,
maple, walnut and others.

When lanternflies feed, they secrete excess sugar and

water called honeydew. When honeydew accumulates,
it attracts yellow jackets and grows mold that can be a
nuisance around high traffic areas and homes.

How Are Spotted Lanternflies Identified?
As nymphs, they are wingless with black and red spots.
As adults, they can be mistaken for a colorful red,
black, and gray moth, but do not have antennae.
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What is Westchester County Doing
About Spotted Lanternflies?

The Westchester County Department of Parks, Recreation
and Conservation acquired a fleet of high-powered,
commercial vacuums to suck up large congregations of
Spotted Lanternflies found in our parks. The County also
has a fleet dedicated to lend out to local municipalities
to use. Eggs will be killed in spring and winter to reduce
population numbers in high traffic areas and prevent
infestations on collections of trees such as the Lasdon
Orchard or Hilltop crops.

What Can You Do if You See One?

Kill it. Ways for homeowners to kill them include using
power washers and vacuum cleaners as stomping
them doesn't always work since they are quick. In
winter and spring, their egg masses should be scraped
off of trees, rocks and other hard surfaces. The egg
masses resemble clay or putty.

Please report any sighting on our iNaturalist Spotted
Lanternfly presence at inaturalist.org using the QR code
below. Or, you may report sightings to County Parks at
parksinfo@WestchesterCountyNY.gov.
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https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/spotted-lanternfly-in-westchester-county-ny
mailto:parksinfo%40WestchesterCountyNY.gov?subject=Spotted%20Lanternflies%20Sighting
http://parks.westchestergov.com
https://inaturalist.org



